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BSIP at a

“My own interest in palaeobotany raises the hopes that I may help bring this fascinating subject more
prominently to the notice of my countrymen; and perhaps even succeed in including a larger number of them to turn

their attention to therich field that it offers for original investigations”
- Prof Birbal Sahni, President of the Botany Section of the Indian Science Congressin 1920

A great visionary, Prof. Birbal Sahni’s critical insights led to explore and develop palaeobotany as a separate
scientific stream itself, visualizing its potential in solving debated issues of origin and evolution of plant life along
with other geological issues of fossil research for exploration of natural gas, coal and fossil-fuel reserves. This
mandate was significantly expanded in 2017 encompassing all science disciplines (termed as Palaeosciences) to
create a more holistic approach with reinforced strategies to pursue palaeosciences under one roof and cater
enhancing needs of the country amidst global change. During the course of time, BSIP has played a vital role in

terms of key strategic findings, state of the art knowledge bank particularly for securing our geo-heritages.

The core research areas include the understanding of the origin of early life and environment during the
Precambrian times, life in extreme conditions including astrobiology, early terrestrialization of plantlife, diversity
and distribution of Gondwana flora, their interbasinal and intercontinental correlation, origin and expansion of
flowering plants and Tertiary floras, and their phytogeographical significance, origin and antiquity of ancient
civilizations, human history and subsequent anthropogenic interventions. Works are also being done on the
organic petrology to evaluate the quality of lignite/coal deposits for their economic utilization, besides
depositional conditions.

The unprecedented times that came upon us in early 2020 in form of Corona pandemic has though affected the
activities, however, the Institute stepped forward to emerge as one of India’s fastest COVID-19 testing laboratories.
The availability of the ancient DNA BSL-2A laboratory in the Institute made it possible to prepare for testing
immediately. In reference to the COVID-19 testing facility of the institute, Prof Ashutosh Sharma, Secretary, DST
said “RT-PCR testing of Coronavirus at BSIP is a shining example of re-purposing of available resources with
exceptional speed and scale despite many constraints thanks to the shared purpose, commitment, determination,

and grit”.

As we gradually learn the ways of a ‘new normal’, BSIP’s vision for the future is set to enlarge the Institute’s
scope of research. The coming decade offers an opportunity to the Institute to steer its research towards
understanding climate change in recentand deep geological times. BSIP strives to attain excellence in R&D through

adedicated scientific team together with integrated innovative ideas in basicand applied research.

The institute is now functioning as an autonomous institute under the DST, Govt. of India.
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